How will the Stormwater Management Program affect your department?

Municipal Good Housekeeping
Pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations is a minimum control measure designed to emphasize the operation and maintenance of the municipal storm sewer system (MS4) and proper training of municipal employees.  Performing municipal activities in a careful and proper manner prevents or reduces pollutant runoff.  Municipal operations include parks and open space maintenance, vehicle fleet and building maintenance, new construction and land disturbances, building oversight, and stormwater system maintenance.

ODEQ Regulation…
a.  Permit Requirements

1.  Develop and implement an operation and maintenance program that includes a training component and has the ultimate goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from MS4 operations.

2.  Using training materials that you develop or that are available from EPA, the DEQ or other organizations, your program must include employee training to prevent and reduce storm water pollution from activities such as park and open space maintenance, fleet and building maintenance, new construction and land disturbances, and storm water system maintenance.
b.  Rationale
You must document your decision process for the development of a pollution prevention/good housekeeping program for MS4 operations.  Your rationale must address your overall pollution prevention/good housekeeping program and the individual BMPs, measurable goals, and responsible persons for your program.  The rationale must include the following information at a minimum:
1. Describe your operation and maintenance program to prevent or reduce pollutant runoff from your MS4 operations.  You must specifically list the MS4 operations that are impacted by this program.

2. Provide a list of industrial facilities you own or operate that are subject to the DEQ Multi-Sector General permit or individual OPDES or NPDES permits for discharges of storm water associated with industrial activity that ultimately discharge to your SMS4 Include the authorization number or a copy of the Industrial NOI form for each facility.

3. Describe the employee training program you will use to prevent and reduce stormwater pollution from MS4 activities.  Describe any existing, available materials you plan to use.  Describe how this training program will be coordinated with the outreadch programs developled for the public information minimum measure and the illicit discharge minimum measure.

4. Your program description must specicially address the following areas

Finish later
What We Said We Would Do…

City Facilities:  During the second year of the permit, the City will perform an initial inspection of its facilities to determine potential pollutant sources via stormwater into the MS4 and, where possible, move all such materials under cover or inside to prevent contact with stormwater runoff.  For those materials that cannot be sheltered, such as salt piles for snow removal, the City will implement structural BMPs where appropriate to control contaminated runoff from the storage areas.  These will include straw bales, silt fencing, grassy swales, sediment ponds and/or other measures as deemed appropriate.   At least once a year, the City will inventory these areas to ensure that the BMPs and storage controls are deployed properly and working.

MS4 System:  The City will rely upon public education and public participation to reduce the amount of trash and chemical pollutants placed on city streets.  This program will include educating citizens about not disposing of chemicals and yard waste into the streets and drop inlets.  

City Public Works crews will be instructed to report observed pollution problems and/or trash buildup on city streets or in the City’s stormwater collection system.  When reported, City Public Works crews will remove debris and trash from streets and the MS4 system as necessary.  Also, visual monitoring will be conducted periodically and trashy areas will be noted and addressed.

The City will store sand and salt in areas that have sufficient berms and other flow control structures to prevent excess runoff of salt into local streams.  The City will dispose of removed materials by transporting the material to Cherokee Nation Landfill for disposal.  The material to be disposed of includes dredge spoil, accumulated sediments, floatables, and other debris.

Employee Training Program

The City of Tahlequah will participate in the INCOG regional training program for City employees that addresses MS4 maintenance and reduction and prevention of stormwater pollution from city activities.  The INCOG regional training program will be developed for all participating Phase II cities in the Tulsa area and include other cities in Oklahoma, if requested.  INCOG will use existing training materials from state and federal sources (brochures, booklets, fact sheets, forms, questionnaires, etc.) and use speakers and presenters with professional relevant experience.  The INCOG training program will overlap with the other INCOG regional training for the Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination MCM regarding proper use, storage and disposal of chemicals and conducting inspections by city crews.  Areas to be addressed by the regional training program include:

· Park and open space maintenance;

· Fleet and building maintenance;

· Proper use, storage and disposal of chemicals;

· New construction and land disturbance; and

· Stormwater system maintenance.

MS4 Inspection, Maintenance and Pollutant Control Program

The City of Tahlequah will implement a program to control and reduce floatables and other pollutants to the MS4, including maintenance activities and schedules as well as long term inspection procedures.  The following areas will be addressed:

· City streets and roads;

· Municipal parking lots;

· City maintenance and storage yards;

· City operated waste transfer stations;

· City fleet maintenance shops with outdoor storage areas;

· Municipal salt/sand storage locations; and 

· Snow disposal areas. 
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